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Strategies for Engaging Learners

There are many evidence-based instructional pillars, such as Active Learning, Social Constructivism, Social Spaces, Applied and Project-based Learning, Inclusive Spaces, Inquiry-based Learning, and Reflective Thinking that have been shown to be highly effective for learners. These strategies, when incorporated into lesson plans and implemented in the classroom, can help learners gain a richer, deeper understanding of their subject matter, reinforce key concepts, build valuable skills and develop strong relationships and networks that are important for their career growth.
Engageli is a platform built from the ground up to help educators create and measure engaging learning experiences for their learners. Below are some strategies for fostering engagement and collaboration in a digital classroom.
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Considering each class session a student-centered learning experience, Engageli has detailed some strategies for fostering engagement and collaboration in its digital classroom. The document below shows how instructors can use learner-content, learner-learner, and learner-instructor strategies to help learners gain a richer, deeper understanding of their subject matter, practice teamwork and learning skills, and build stronger relationships that are important for their growth.

After assessing your learning goals, you can design your class to leverage these approaches for your digital classroom. Click these links to see an organized table of contents and then strategies for each category.

1. Increase learner-content interactions
2. Empower learner-learner collaboration
3. Increase learner-instructor engagement
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1. [bookmark: _gjdgxs]Increase learner-content interactions
1.1. [bookmark: _4d34og8]Upload slides to the class through the chat
At the beginning or end of class, you can share slides and other materials to learners by uploading files through chat.
Practice: Upload files to the Chat
1.2. [bookmark: _fjjf71h6j5t4]Annotate on screen shared materials
Share materials or programs through screen share and allow learners to annotate, to be able to highlight specific areas, document questions, pull out key themes, find errors in code or any other annotations that help them process material and content. 
		Practice: Annotate on screen share
1.3. [bookmark: _8er4vjc0y2ui]Annotate on screen shared materials
Share materials or programs through PDF Share and allow learners to annotate, to be able to highlight specific areas, document questions, pull out key themes, find errors in code or any other annotations that help them process material and content. 
		Practice: Annotate on PDF Share
1.4. [bookmark: _tc4kmwd77bl7]Play videos during class
Use videos to show learners interactive real-world applications or examples of theoretical content. 
		Practice: Play videos during class
1.5. [bookmark: _17dp8vu]Check for understanding
You can use thumbs up and down to see responses on a learner-by-learner basis. To see the responses, navigate to your class gallery to see who may need extra support. 

You can also embed Polls into your lecture slides to gauge learner understanding. At the end of each concept, embed one poll question in your lecture to check learners’ understanding of the material. You can use Engageli poll data post-class to understand which learners got the answers correct and for future classes to pair up learners. 
Practice: Thumbs Up/Thumbs Down, Create polls, Initiate polls
1.6. [bookmark: _2s8eyo1]Encourage note-taking during class
Start class by asking learners to write down a topic in the Notes section or capture screenshots of instructor slides. Notes are always private and will give learners an opportunity to reflect week to week on how much they are learning. You can remind learners to download notes from class, and in between sessions have them look for an answer to a question they jotted down. They could do this through external research, reviewing the class recordings, or connecting with a peer. 
Practice:  Take notes
1.7. [bookmark: _2xcytpi]Post content questions
You can post a question related to the topic you plan to discuss in class. Ask learners to answer in the Q&A section when they join the class. Once the majority of the class has answered, you can verify the answer or answer the question yourself.
Practice: Use Q&A
1.8. [bookmark: _5c8bvwflsaoe]Pin files to a class-wide or table whiteboard
You can pin files to a class-wide or table-specific whiteboard, which learners can then download. You can share pictures, articles, artifacts, etc., and ask learners to discuss the materials and collaborate on the whiteboard. For example, you could ask them to re-draw a picture file you’ve pinned and label missing information, read a short narrative and add sticky notes to the whiteboard detailing all the key themes, review a research paper and type in text boxes the methods and outcomes. Instructors can download class-wide whiteboards and can join tables to download each table-specific whiteboard. Learners can also download whiteboards as a png file and can upload this file to the chat to the instructor or to the LMS as a submission for an assignment. 
Practice: Upload files to whiteboards
1.9. [bookmark: _tzmw8764184v]Place images on a class-wide or table whiteboard
You can place images on a class-wide or table-specific whiteboard, which learners can then annotate. You can share pictures, articles, artifacts, etc., and ask learners to discuss the materials and collaborate on the whiteboard. For example, you could ask them to add missing information, label items or areas, add sticky notes to the whiteboard detailing the key themes, review art or artifacts and type in text boxes the artists or time periods. Instructors can download class-wide whiteboards and can join tables to download each table-specific whiteboard. Learners can also download whiteboards as a png file and can upload this file to the chat to the instructor or to the LMS as a submission for an assignment. 
Practice: Place images on whiteboards
1.10. [bookmark: _135jc4iusxam]Distribute content to the whole class
If you’d like learners to review material on slide decks, documents or spreadsheets, you can share Google Suite materials with the whole class (such as Slides, Docs and Sheets) and Microsoft 365 documents (Word Docs, Excel and Powerpoint) using the Distribute Doc under the Actions>Class Activities section. Whether you make the materials editable or view-only, it is a great way to facilitate learner-to-learners engagement and collaboration. You can have all learners work on in-class exercises together while viewing and/or collaborating on the same document.
Practice: Distribute class document


2. [bookmark: _35nkun2]Empower learner-learner collaboration
2.1. [bookmark: _1ksv4uv]Ask learners to talk at tables
Screenshare a list of discussion questions. Ensure Table mode is on, and ask learners to discuss each question with their tablemates. Set a timer for the group discussion.
Practice: Set timer, Table Mode
2.2. [bookmark: _j15ilp1lhitp]Have learners work on group learning activities
Use table mode and the many different collaborative elements (table whiteboards, table documents, screen share, PDF share), as well as a timer to ensure activities proceed effectively. You can have learners work on problem sets, read articles and discuss their takeaways, explore websites, work on group projects, develop solutions, create arguments for debates and much more. Utilize the Lock tables function to prevent learners from moving tables if you want to keep their work or discussionn private. 
Practice: Set timer, Table Mode, Distribute table documents, Use whiteboards, Lock tables
2.3. [bookmark: _2jxsxqh]Create a “TA” or “Staff” table for learners to go to if they need extra help
This allows TAs to help learners without disrupting the rest of the class. Just make sure to mute the gallery before doing this!  
Practice: Create and Name Tables, Mute all Learners, Lock Tables
2.4. [bookmark: _z337ya]Raise hands to join the class podium
You can have learners raise their hands when there are questions so that the whole class can hear. Alternatively, learners can raise their hand when they would like to present something on behalf of their entire table group to the class.
Practice: Raise hand, Request learners to raise or lower hand
2.5. [bookmark: _3j2qqm3]Allow learners to screen share
Learners can share their screen in class, provided you have given them the approval to do so. A picture is worth a thousand words and screen sharing allows the class to quickly see what their peer at the podium is articulating.
Practice: Share screen with class
2.6. [bookmark: _26in1rg]Distribute in-class exercises to tables
While distributing documents can take a bit of pre-class setup, it is a great way to facilitate learner-to-learners engagement and collaboration. You can have learners work on in-class exercises together while collaborating on the same document.
Practice: Distribute table documents
2.7. [bookmark: _1y810tw]Use panels
Learners who are presenting to the class can be enlarged on the screen through panels. This is an effective way to refocus the class’s attention on the speaker. Panels are also great for group presentations or guest speakers. 
Practice: Host panel
2.8. [bookmark: _4i7ojhp]Leverage chat for classroom collaboration
Encourage learners to interact via chat. Instructors and learners can directly message the class, the table, or individual people in the classroom. Students can also download a transcript of the chat if needed.
Practice: Collaborate in chat


3. [bookmark: _2meadp961hwm]Increase instructor-learner engagement
3.1. [bookmark: _1fob9te]Name tables 
Before the class starts, you can rename the tables. Table names can mirror the instruction model and range from project group names, book characters, or course topics to fun Harry Potter names, etc. 
Practice: Name Tables
3.2. [bookmark: _lt0g2xrih9m3]View all learners over the course of the session
You can enable the Class Gallery to auto-rotate, so that over the course of the session, each learner’s video feed will appear in the first page of the Class Gallery and you’ll be able to see all participants, which will help you connect to all learners, even in large sessions. 
Practice: Auto-rotate the Class Gallery
3.3. [bookmark: _44sinio]Join tables during any table-based activities
As you facilitate table group discussions or projects, use the Join functionality to ‘walk the tables’ in your classroom. 
Practice: Join tables
3.4. [bookmark: _3znysh7]Use pre-assigned seating 
You can seat learners to facilitate purposeful group collaboration for each class period/each week. learners can sit in other configurations until that group work time and then you seamlessly move them into those groups. 
Practice: Assign Table Groups
3.5. [bookmark: _2et92p0]Open the classroom 10 minutes before start time
Learners can find a table of their own or be seated in a specified seating chart purposefully designed by you. Leaving the audio mode as Room mode to allow pre-class banter is a good way for learners to know their classmates better and build a rapport with their instructor. You can also set the classroom into Table mode so that learners seated at any table can talk to each other. 
Practice: Start class, Audio modes
3.6. [bookmark: _tyjcwt]Record the class 
You can configure your class recording to record videos of learners who raise their hands and/or join the podium, or just record the audio of learners. These recordings can be provided for playback. 
Practice: Record class
3.7. [bookmark: _3dy6vkm]Encourage learners to be visible
When all learners allow themselves to be seen and heard, they help simulate a physical classroom environment. Learners are much more likely to pay attention and stay on task when their instructor and peers can see them visually. 
Practice: Use gallery view, Direct class to the gallery view, Auto-rotate the Class Gallery
3.8. [bookmark: _1t3h5sf]Start the class with an icebreaker through Engageli’s polls
Relate your questions to the topic of today’s class to get learners excited about their learning. This also provides an early opportunity for learners to get comfortable sharing and participating in a low-stakes way, building their confidence in the safety and community of the classroom, and finding connections with other learners through the activity. Instructors can also share poll results with the class, then use answers to facilitate group discussions.
Practice: Create polls, Using Polls
3.9. [bookmark: _3rdcrjn]Refocus disengaged or non-participating learners
There are several ways to assess learners who may not be participating in class and solicit participation from those learners. Use the cues in Engageli to help determine if a student may be disengaged or require additional help.
Practice: Understand engagement metrics,  Call on learners to speak, Move learners to different tables
3.10. [bookmark: _pc73tqxp9e5s]Track attendance
Instructors can get the attendance of learners in their class from their Engageli administrator or through the Engageli portal. See the portal guide for data metrics available through the portal.
Practice: Access Analytics in the Admin Portal
3.11. [bookmark: _juwypkg51c6f]Add an additional instructor or rotate instructors 
If you are co-teaching or want to have guest instructors or speakers, you can invite them to join you as instructor in the platform. You can either co-facilitate or you can move yourself to a TA in the class while they are the main instructor. This gives learners opportunities to develop relationships and interactions with multiple instructors and gain insight and experience from guest speakers with expertise in their fields. 
Practice: Add a second instructor
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